<!DOCTYPE HTML PUBLIC "-//W3C//DTD HTML 4.0//EN">
<HTML>
<HEAD>
<TITLE>0000 - 0161.htm</TITLE>
<META HTTP-EQUIV="CONTENT-TYPE" CONTENT="TEXT/HTML; CHARSET=UTF-8">
<META NAME="GENERATOR" CONTENT="ABBYY FineReader 6.0">

<SCRIPT language="JavaScript">
var isIE4 = ( navigator.appName == "Microsoft Internet Explorer" && parseInt( navigator.appVersion ) >= 4 );
var cssCompatible = isIE4;
</SCRIPT>

<STYLE>
 TABLE.main {}
 TR.row {}
 TD.cell {}
 DIV.block {}
 DIV.paragraph {}
 .font0 { font:12.0pt "Arial", sans-serif; }
 .font1 { font:12.0pt "Times New Roman", serif; }
</STYLE>
</HEAD>

<BODY>
<SCRIPT language="JavaScript">
if( !cssCompatible ) {
document.write("\
<TABLE FRAME=\"BOX\" RULES=\"ALL\" BORDER=\"0\" CELLSPACING=\"0\" CELLPADDING=\"0\" WIDTH=\"478\" HEIGHT=\"784\">\
<TR>\
<TD ALIGN=\"LEFT\" VALIGN=\"TOP\" WIDTH=\"0\" HEIGHT=\"0\">\
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<FONT FACE=\"Times New Roman\" SIZE=\"3\">\" BLEEDING KANSAS \"</FONT><FONT FACE=\"Arial\" SIZE=\"3\">             </FONT><FONT FACE=\"Times New Roman\" SIZE=\"3\">155</FONT><BR>\
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<DIV ALIGN=\"LEFT\">\
<FONT FACE=\"Times New Roman\" SIZE=\"3\">opposed to holding slaves; and lawyers were bound<BR>by oath to support the territorial statutes.</FONT><BR>\
</DIV>\
<DIV ALIGN=\"JUSTIFY\">\
<FONT FACE=\"Times New Roman\" SIZE=\"3\">The free-state men, with the approval of Reeder,<BR>refused to recognize the Legislature and inaugu- <BR>rated a movement in the fall of 1855 to adopt a con- <BR>stitution and to organize a provisional territorial<BR>Government preparatory to admission as a State,<BR>following in this respect the procedure in Califor- <BR>nia and Michigan. A convention met in Topeka<BR>in October, 1855, and completed on the llth of<BR>November the draft of a constitution which pro- <BR>hibited slavery. On the 15th of December the<BR>constitution was approved by a practically un- <BR>animous vote, only free-state men taking part<BR>in the election. A month later a Legislature was<BR>elected and at the same time Charles Robinson<BR>was elected Governor of the new commonwealth.<BR>In the previous October, Reeder had been chosen<BR>Free-soil delegate to Congress. The Topeka free-<BR>state Legislature met on the 4th of March, 1856,<BR>and after petitioning Congress to admit Kansas<BR>under the Topeka constitution, adjourned until<BR>the 4th of July pending the action of Congress.<BR>Thus at the end of two years two distinct Govern- <BR>ments had come into existence within the Territory<BR>of Kansas.</FONT><BR>\
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} else {
document.write("\
<TABLE class=main FRAME=\"BOX\" RULES=\"ALL\" BORDER=\"0\" CELLSPACING=\"0\" CELLPADDING=\"0\" style=\" width:287.0pt; height:470.6pt;\">\
<TR class=row>\
<TD class=cell ALIGN=\"LEFT\" VALIGN=\"TOP\" style=\" width:0.0pt; height:0.0pt;\">\
</TD>\
<TD class=cell ALIGN=\"LEFT\" VALIGN=\"TOP\" style=\" width:287.0pt; height:0.0pt;\">\
</TD>\
<TD class=cell ALIGN=\"LEFT\" VALIGN=\"TOP\" style=\" width:0.0pt; height:0.0pt;\">\
</TD>\
</TR>\
<TR class=row ALIGN=\"LEFT\" VALIGN=\"TOP\">\
<TD class=cell ALIGN=\"LEFT\" VALIGN=\"TOP\" style=\" width:0.0pt; height:45.7pt;\">\
</TD>\
<TD class=cell ALIGN=\"LEFT\" VALIGN=\"TOP\" style=\" width:287.0pt; height:45.7pt;\">\
<DIV class=block style=\" width:287.0pt; height:45.7pt;\">\
<DIV class=paragraph>\
</DIV>\
</DIV>\
</TD>\
<TD class=cell ALIGN=\"LEFT\" VALIGN=\"TOP\" style=\" width:0.0pt; height:45.7pt;\">\
</TD>\
</TR>\
<TR class=row ALIGN=\"LEFT\" VALIGN=\"TOP\">\
<TD class=cell ALIGN=\"LEFT\" VALIGN=\"TOP\" style=\" width:0.0pt; height:400.2pt;\">\
</TD>\
<TD class=cell ALIGN=\"LEFT\" VALIGN=\"TOP\" style=\" width:287.0pt; height:400.2pt;\">\
<DIV class=block style=\" width:287.0pt; height:400.2pt;\">\
<DIV class=paragraph style=\" padding:0.0pt 0.0pt 0.0pt 83.9pt; text-align:left;\">\
<SPAN class=font1>\" BLEEDING KANSAS \"</SPAN><SPAN class=font0>             </SPAN><SPAN class=font1>155</SPAN><BR>\
</DIV>\
<DIV class=paragraph style=\" padding:4.3pt 0.0pt 0.0pt 23.5pt; text-align:left;\">\
<SPAN class=font1 style=\" line-height:14.9pt;\">opposed to holding slaves; and lawyers were bound<BR>by oath to support the territorial statutes.</SPAN><BR>\
</DIV>\
<DIV class=paragraph style=\" padding:0.0pt 20.3pt 0.0pt 23.9pt; text-align:justify; text-indent:10.8pt;\">\
<SPAN class=font1 style=\" line-height:14.9pt;\">The free-state men, with the approval of Reeder,<BR>refused to recognize the Legislature and inaugu- <BR>rated a movement in the fall of 1855 to adopt a con- <BR>stitution and to organize a provisional territorial<BR>Government preparatory to admission as a State,<BR>following in this respect the procedure in Califor- <BR>nia and Michigan. A convention met in Topeka<BR>in October, 1855, and completed on the llth of<BR>November the draft of a constitution which pro- <BR>hibited slavery. On the 15th of December the<BR>constitution was approved by a practically un- <BR>animous vote, only free-state men taking part<BR>in the election. A month later a Legislature was<BR>elected and at the same time Charles Robinson<BR>was elected Governor of the new commonwealth.<BR>In the previous October, Reeder had been chosen<BR>Free-soil delegate to Congress. The Topeka free-<BR>state Legislature met on the 4th of March, 1856,<BR>and after petitioning Congress to admit Kansas<BR>under the Topeka constitution, adjourned until<BR>the 4th of July pending the action of Congress.<BR>Thus at the end of two years two distinct Govern- <BR>ments had come into existence within the Territory<BR>of Kansas.</SPAN><BR>\
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